
AITKIN COUNTY BOARD January 6, 2026

Ca[[ to Order
The Aitkin County Board of Commissioners met the 6th day of January,2026 at 9:00 a.m. at the Aitkin
Government Centerwith the fottowing members present: Commissioners J. MarkWedet, Laurie
Westertund, Travis Leiviska, and Bret Sampte. Atso present were County Administrator David Minke
and via interactive technotogy Administrative Assistant April, Ketterman.

Commissioner MichaeI Kearneywas absent.

CountyAdministrator David Minke catted the meetingto order.

Commissioner Bret Sampte nominated CommissionerJ. MarkWedetfor Board Chair. No other
nominations. Atl. commissioners voted in favor of CommissionerWedet for Chair 4-O.

Commissioner Bret Sampte nominated Commissioner Travis Leiviska for Board Vice Chair. No other
nominations. Motion made by Commissioner Sampte, seconded by Commissioner Westertund and
carried 4-0 to approve CommissionerTravis Leiviska as Board Vice Chair.

Approval ofAgenda
Motion made by Commissioner Leiviska, seconded by Commissioner Sampte and carried 4-0 to
approve the January 6,2026 agenda.

There was no Citizens' Pubtic Comment

Gonsent Agenda
Motion by CommissionerWestertund, seconded by Commissioner Leiviska and carried 4-0 to
approve the Consent Agenda as fottows.

A) Correspondence Fite December 23,20251o January 5,2026;
B)Approve December 23,2025 County Board Minutes;
C)Approve Equipment Purchase -2015 Mack GU713 from BoyerTrucks, St. MichaeL in the amount of
$42,ooo;
D) Approve Auditor Vouchers - Auditor Warrants paid 1 2.19.25: Heal,th & Human Services $42,994.86,
Opioid Remediation Setttement $1 16.20 for a total of $43,111.06;
E)Adopt Resotution #20260101-001: Appointment of Mait, Absentee and UOCAVA Batl,ot Board;
F)Approve Annua[ Emptoyee Dishonesty and Faithful Performance Bond;
G) lnformation Onty-Annual Report Lake Minnewawa Lake lmprovement District;
H) Approve Manual. WarrantsA/oids/Corrections - Etan paid 1 2.04.25: Generat Fund $1,399.00, Long
Lake Conservation Center $60.50, Heal,th & Human Services $Z8g.gt for a total of $2,249.41
l) Approve Auditor Vouchers - Auditor Warrants paid 1 2.26.25: Road & Bridge $60,358.03;
J) Approve Commissioner Vouchers - Commissioner Warrants paid 12.31.25: GeneraI Fund

$106,592.10, Reserves $4,343.57, Road & Bridge $18,100.83, Unorganized Townships $9,938.90,
Heatth & Human Services -$71.96, Trust $4,899.64, Forest Devetopment $259,960.19, Long Lake
Conservation Center $2,599.89, Parks $44,971.00, Coronavirus Retief Fund $2,766.67 for a totaI of
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$454,100.83;
K) Approve Auditor's Vouchers - Auditor Warrants paid 1 2.31.25: General Fund $1 8.47, Heatth &
Human Services $59,728.241or a total. of $S9,2+6.2t;
L) Adopt Resotution #20260101-002: Thomas Metton appl,ication to repurchase tax-forfeited property;
M) Approve Manua[ WarrantsA/oids/Corrections - Manual Warrants paid 1 2.30.25: Generat Fund

$5,732.24, Taxes & Penatties $76.16 for a total of $5,808.40;
N) Approve AuditorVouchers -AuditorWarrants paid 12.31.25: GeneraI Fund $149,989.94;
O)Approve Pay Equity Report

RegularAgenda
Jessica Johnson - VP, External Affairs - Taton Metats presented an update on Taton Metats activity in
Tamarack and the status of the proposed acquisition of Ludin Mining's Eagte Mine and Humbotdt Mitt
Operations.

Commissioner Michael Kearney joined meeting remotety through Microsoft Teams at 9:21 a.m

Motion by CommissionerWestertund, seconded by Commissioner Sampte and carried 4-0 to Approve
Purchase of a2Q14 John Deere772G Motor Grader from Larson Brothers imptement in Harris,
Minnesota in the amount of $90,000.

Dennis Thompson - Land Commissioner provided a summary of county tax forfeit Land Sates
conducted under the Tyl,er v Hennepin County setttement requirements.

Andrew Cartstrom - Environmental Services Director reviewed the proposed Amendments to
Shoreland Ordinance. The Publ.ic hearing was opened at 10:03 a.m.
PubLic Comments made by: Bob Karls, Aitkin County Resident; Pat Murphy, Aitkin County Resident
Chair Wedel. noted the publ.ic hearing wil,l, be continued to the January 27th Regutar County Board
Meeting.

Cartstrom then presented the First Reading on Amendments to Shoretand Ordinance.

Motion by Commissioner Leiviska, seconded by CommissionerWestertund and carried 4-0 to Adopt
tne2026 Board of Commissioners Meeting Procedures and Rutes of Business.

Motion by Commissioner Sampte, seconded by Commissioner Leiviska and carried 4-0 to Approve the
2O26Board of Commissioners regutar meeting schedu[e.

Motion by CommissionerWestertund, seconded by Commissioner Sampl.e and carried 4-0 to Adopt
Resotutio n #2026010 1 -003 Desi gnati ng the Off i c ia L Cou nty N ewspa pe r:

BE lT RESOLVED, That the Aitkin lndependent Age is hereby designated bythe Aitkin County Board
of Commissioners as the officiat county newspaper in which aLt officiat business shal,l, be
publ,ished. Voyageur Press is named second pubtication of Financiat Statement.

Motion by Commissioner Sampte, seconded by Commissioner Westertund and carried 4-0 to Approve
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Laurie Westertund
J. MarkWedet
Laurie Westertund
Bret Sampte
Laurie Westertund
Bret Sampte
J. MarkWedet
Bret Sampte

J. MarkWedel,
Commissioner District 2
Commissioner District 3
Commissioner District 5
County Ad ministrator
County Engineer
Envi ronmentaI Services Di recto
HHS Director
J. MarkWedet
Bret Sampte
Michaet Kearney
Laurie Westertu nd, Alt.

2026 AMC Poticy Committee Members and Voting Detegates as fottows:

Environment & NaturaI Resources Poticy Committee
GeneraI Government Poticy Committee
Heatth & Human Services Poticy Committee
Publ,ic Safety Pol,icy Committee
Transportation & lnfrastructure Poticy Committee

Aitkin Airport Commission (2)

Aitkin County Care Board

Aitkin County Community Corrections Advisory Board (2)

Aitkin Cou HRA Liaison)
Anoka County JPA Advisory Board
Aitkin County Opioid Setttement Subcommittee
Aitkin Cou Water Ptanning Task Force

Aitkin County HRA (Liaison)

Aitkin Economic Deveto ment Administration

AMC Detegates (7)

Aquatic lnvasive Species (AlS)

Arrowhead Counties Association (1 )

J. MarkWedet
John Wel,l,e

Andrew Cartstrom
Travis Leiviska
Sarah Pratt
Laurie Westertund
Michael. Kearney

Voting Detegates
1. MarkWedet, Commissioner Dist. 1

2. Laurie Westertund, Commissioner Dist. 2
3. Travis Leiviska, Commissioner Dist. 3

4. Bret Sampte, Commissioner Dist.4
5. Michaet Kearney, Commissioner Dist. 5

6. DavidMinke,CountyAdministrator
7. Sarah Pratt, HHS Director
8. Andrew Cartstrom, Env. serv. Director

Motion by CommissionerWestertund, seconded by Commissioner Leiviska and carried 4-0 to Adopt
Resotution #20260101-004 2026 Committee Appointments as fottows:
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Michael, Kearney
Travis Leiviska, Att.

Michaet Kearney
Travis Leiviska, Att
Mike Dangers
Travis Leiviska
Laurie Westertund
Bret Sampte
Michael, Kearney, Att.

J. MarkWedet
Travis Leiviska
J. MarkWedet
Travis Leiviska
Bret Sample, Att.

J. MarkWedel,
Bret Sampte

J. MarkWedel,

Michael, Kearney
Bret Sampte
Michael, Kearney
Laurie Westertund
J. MarkWedet
Bret Sampte

Jim Bright

J. MarkWedel,
Michael. Kearney
Travis Leiviska
Bret Sampl,e
Dennis Thompson
Michaet Kearney, Att.
Travis Leiviska
Michaet Kearney, Alt.
Travis Leiviska
Michael, Kearney, Att.

Bret Sampte

Laurie Westertund
David Minke, Att.

Laurie Westertund

Travis Leiviska
Lau rie Westertu nd, Att,

Arrowhead Economic Opportu nity Agency

Arrowhead Regional, Devetopment Center (ARDC)

Assessor for Unorganized Townships

ATV Committee (2)

Big Sandy Lake Management Ptan (1+Atternate)

Brainerd 1 Watershed 1 Ptan

Budget Com mitte e 2020 (2)

East Central. Regionat Library Board

Economic Devetopment (2)

Emergency Management

Environ mentaI Assessment Worksheet (2)

Extension Committee (2)

Facil,ities/Technotogy Committee (2)

Fairgrounds Liaison

H&HS Advisory Committee (Liaison) (2)

H istoricaI Society (Liaison)

Joint County NaturaI Resources Board (2)

Lakes & Pines (1+Atternate)

Law Library

McGregor Airport Commission

MCIT Representative (1 + Alternate)

MiLte Lacs Fisheries lnput Group

Mil,te Lacs Watershed (1 + Atternate)

Mississippi Headwaters Board (1 +Atternate) Michael, Kearney
Bret Sampte, Att.
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Laurie Westertund
Travis Leiviska, Att.

Michael, Kearney
Bret Sampte

Travis Leiviska

Michael. Kearney
John Wette
Travis Leiviska, Att.
Travis Leiviska
Dan Guida, Att
Patrice Erickson
Dan Guida, Att.

Bret Sampte
Lau rie Westertu nd, Att.

Laurie Westertund
Michaet Kearney, Att

Land Dept Staff, Att

Travis Leiviska
Bret Sampl.e

Michael, Kearney
J. MarkWedet

Michaet Kearney
Laurie Westerlund, Att

Laurie Westertund
Travis Leiviska, Alt.

Travis Leiviska
Bret Sample, Att.

J. MarkWedet

J. MarkWedet
Bret Sampte

J. MarkWedeL

MN Rurat Counties (1+ALternate)

Natural Resources Advisory Committee (2)

NE MN Office Job Training

Northeast MN ATP (2)

Northeast MN Emergency Communications Board (ECB)

Northeast MN Regional, Advisory Committee (RAC)

Northeast Waste Advisory Committee (NEWAC) (1+Atternate)

Northern Counties Land Use Coordinating Board (NCLUCB)
(1+Atternate)

Northwoods RegionaI Trail. Al,Liance

Ordinance Committee (2)

Personnet/lnsurance Committee (2)

Planning Commission

Rum 1W1P Poticy Committee

Snake River Watershed Management Board/1W1 P Poticy
Committee
Sobriety Court

Sotid Waste Task Force (2)

Toward Zero Deaths

Tri-County Community Heal,th Services Board Laurie Westertund

Motion by CommissionerWestertund, seconded by Commissioner Sampte and carried 4-0 to Approve

Letter of Support - Aitkin Airport TerminaI Grant.

Commissioner Sample updated the board on a recent meetingwith Congressman Stuabuer and the
Army Corps of Engineers regarding Big Sandy Lake.
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Adjourn
Motion by Commissioner Westertund, seconded by Commissioner Leiviska and carried 4-0 to adjourn
the meeting at 1 1:37 a.m. with the next regutar meeting on Tuesday, January 27,2026 at the Aitkin
Cou nty Government Center.

J.M et, Board Chair David J. Minke, ntyAdmini r

Board of Commissioners Cterk to the County Board
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